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Silva was in the writing
phase of her dissertation
when she was invited to
interview for the CLC
director position. Initially
hired for the job in 2016, she
worked remotely for the first
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“Bethany has not only run a
literacy center before, she also has great experience with middle
school children and writing,” Wharton-McDonald says. “I have a
lot of experience with younger children and reading, and we both
have spent lots of time with teachers — so we have a nice blend
of expertise in making decisions about how we want to interact
with area schools.”

CLC Made Possible by the Generosity of
Donors
Silva was hired as the center’s full-time director thanks to a $1
million gift made by three anonymous donors in 2015. Two of the
donors are a married couple. Both UNH alumni, they graduated in
the early 1970s. One had a personal connection to literacy
education at UNH and had tutored students as an undergraduate
before embarking on a decades-long teaching career. The donor
remarked that as an undergraduate tutor, she had never had any
formal training. Now, the CLC will train preservice teachers in
literacy assessment and intervention before they lead their own
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classrooms. The alumna met with Wharton-McDonald, who had
already laid plans for a community literacy center, but needed
additional funds to establish it in the larger community.
“I was very impressed with her commitment to the Community
Literacy Center and believe in education,” the donor says. “It
seemed like a good investment.”
She adds that the center will also fulfill another interest of hers: it
will allow teachers to evaluate their own work and see how
effective their literacy strategies are.
“Tutoring needs to be available and convenient to the community.
Reaching kids has always been an interest of mine,” the donor
says.  
Wharton-McDonald says the CLC remains strongly committed to
not only supporting preservice teachers at UNH, but also
providing outreach to area schools and access to research.
“We are working really hard this semester to make connections
with schools and let parents and teachers know we are here,”
Wharton-McDonald says.

Setting the Framework: Launching Programs for
Students and Teachers
During the fall semester,
many programs are being
held in the newly renovated
Morrill Hall space; but later,
the CLC intends to bring
programs to area
classrooms, “to meet

CALLIE BURNS '18 IS A CHILD

teachers and students

DEVELOPMENT MAJOR WHO

where they are,” says
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renovation allowed the CLC
to create a welcoming space
that includes a multi-purpose
room, a conference board room and a small room for one-on-one
instruction.
The space also includes two-way windows that allow teachers to
watch tutoring sessions and observe, discuss and reflect on what
is working without interrupting the one-on-one work between
student and instructor.
“We demolished a wall,
added wiring and included
observation windows,” says
Silva, who included more
than 50 before and after
photos on the center’s
Facebook page. “We wanted

JOY ERICKSON IS A PH.D. STUDENT

the space to be very fluid.”

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF

Silva says she’s also excited
to continue to build upon her

EDUCATION. HER RESEARCH IS ON
LITERATURE, LANGUAGE AND
MOTIVATION.

research, which looks at
diverse groups of teens' digital writing processes in out-of-school
settings. In addition, she’s co-directed multiple practitioner inquiry
groups that seek to recognize and honor the professional
knowledge that educators bring to their work with youth and
adults.
In her role as director of the CLC, she will work with students
across the state from age pre-K to 12 and collaborate with
professors, teachers, youth and families to nurture and grow New
Hampshire's literacy network. The center will focus on developing
and sustaining literacy programming that values the many ways
individuals and communities engage with literacy in pursuit of their
goals.
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

The Community Literacy Center | UNH Today

INTERESTED IN MAKING A LASTING IMPACT
THROUGH A GIFT TO AN INITIATIVE LIKE THIS?
FIND OUT MORE

WRITTEN Krysten Godfrey Maddocks '96 | College of Liberal
BY:

Arts | krysten.godfreymaddocks@unh.edu

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Perry Smith | Freelance Photographer
SOURCE:

The College Letter, the newsletter of the College
of Liberal Arts | College of Liberal Arts

THE COLLEGE LETTER

RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

The Community Literacy Center | UNH Today

August 31, 2021 | RESEARCH SNAPSHOTS

Marsh March

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

The Community Literacy Center | UNH Today

December 15, 2021 | GRANTS AND CONTRACTS NEWS

The Language of STEM

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

The Community Literacy Center | UNH Today

December 18, 2020 | THE COLLEGE LETTER

Character Counts


UNH Today is produced for the UNH community
and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH
Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 











UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-7352964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use •
ADA Acknowledgement

CONTACT

US 

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

The Community Literacy Center | UNH Today

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/11/community-literacy-center[7/6/2022 2:49:49 PM]

